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Because  of  increased  production  of  eggs  on  farms  in  the  fall  and  winter  months  in  recent 
years,  apparent  civilian  disappearance  of  eggs  in  that  period  has  increased  greatly.  In  the  last 
quarter  of  1943  total  disappearance  will  be  somewhat  larger  than  a  year  earlier  and  about  50  per- 
cent larger  than  the  1925-29  average.  The  increase  for  I9H3  as  a  whole  over  the  1925-29  annual 
average  will  be  less  than  15  percent.  The  changed  seasonal  pattern  of  supplies  has  been  accompa- 
nied by  a  considerable  reduction  in  the  seasonal  variation  in  prices  received  by  farmers  for 
eggs. 


STATISTICAL  SUMMARY 


ITEM 


Number  of  layers  on  farms    ,  .  . 

Number  of  eggs  laid  per  hen    ,  . 

Total  farm  production  of  eggs  . 
Stocks,  eoffs  n    s  •  1 


Stocks,  eggs  D.  S. : 

Shell   

Frozen   

Total   

Purchases,  eggs,  nSDA: 

Dried^   

Shell,  direct  

Dried  egg  production  ..,.*.*.* 
Conmercial  hatchery  operations: 

Eggs  set   

Chicks  hatched 
Receipts: 

Poultry,  dressed,  four  markets  . 
Poultry,  live  Chicago^  .... 
Poultry,  live.  New  York3  .  . 
Poultry,  live.  Midwest,  p^  plant  . 
Fowl  (hens),  live.  Midwest,  per  plant 
Young  stock,  live.  Midwest,  per  plant 
Stocks,  poultry:  i 

Broilers   

Fryers   

Roasters   

Fowls  (hens)   

Turkeys   

Ducks   

Miscellaneous  and  unclassified      .  . 

Total  poultry   

Prices  received  by  farmers: 

Eggs,  per  dozen  ....   

Eggs,  parity  price  per  dozen      .  .  . 

Eggs,  percentage  of  parity   

Chickens,   per  pound  

Chickens,  parity  price  per  pound  .  . 
Chickens,  percentage  of  parity  .   .  . 

Turkeys,   per  pound   

Turkeys,  parity  price  per  pound    .  . 
All  farm  commodities  (1910-14  =  100) 
Chickens  and  eggs  (1910-14  =  100).  . 
Wholesale  prices,  Chicago: 

Eggs,  standards,  per  dozen*  .... 
Live  heavy  hens,  per  pound  .... 

Live  broilers,   per  pound   

Live  roasters,   light,  ppr  pound    .  . 
Live , roasters,   heavy,  per  pound    .  . 
Wholesale  prices.  New  Tori: 

Dressed    broilers,    25-30  -  poui;?  =  ^per 

dozen   

Dressed   roasters,    48-54  !s  per 

dozen   

Dressed  fowls,  48-54  pounds  per  dozen 
Cash  farm  income: 

Total  marketings  .... 
Poultry  and  eggs  .... 
Price  ratios: 

Chicago,  broiler-feed    .  . 
Chicago,   light  roaster-feed 

Farm,  egg-feed   

Farm,  chicken-feed  .  .  . 
Farm,  turkey-feed  .  .  . 
Feed  cost  per  cwt.,  farm  poultry  ration 
Wholesale  food  prices  (1986-89  =  100). 
Retail  food  prices  (1986-89=  100)  .  . 
Prices  paid  by  farmers  including  inter- 
est and  taxes  (1910-14  =  WO)  .  .  . 
Retail  prices  (BLS): 

Roasters,  dressed,  per  pound      .  .  . 
Eggs,  strictly  fresh,  per  dozen    .  . 
Nonagricultural  employees'  compensation 
(1935-39  =  100)  


UNIT 


Mi  I  lion 
number 
Mil.  case 

1,000  case 
1,000  case 
1,000  case 


Mil.  lb. 

000  case 
Mil.  lb. 


Million 
Million 

Mil.  lb. 

Car 

Car 

1,000  lb. 
1,000  lb. 
1,000  lb. 

Mil.  lb. 

Mil.  lb. 

Mil.  lb. 

Mil.  lb. 

Mil.  lb. 

Mil.  lb. 

Mil.  lb. 

Mil.  lb. 

Cent 

Cent 

Percent 

Cent 

Cent 

Percent 

Cent 

Cent 

Index  no. 
Index  no. 

Cent 

'ent 
Cent 

ent 
Cent 


Cent 
Cent 

Mil.  dol. 
Mil.  dol. 

Lb.  feed 
Lb.  feed 
,Lb .  feed 
Lb.  feed 
Lb.  feed 
Dollar 
Index  no. 
Index  no. 

Index  no. 

Cent 
Cent 


SEPTEMBER  AVERAGE 


PERIOD 


1988-41 
1932-41 
1982-41 

1932-41 
1932-41 
1932-41 


Index  no. 


1982-41 
1937-41 
1937-41 
1932-41 
1932-41 
1982-41 

1932-41 
1982-41 
1932-41 
1932-41 
1932-41 
1932-41 
1982-41 
1982-41 

1982-41 
1932-41 
1982-41 
1982-41 
1932-41 
1982-41 
1987-41 
1937-41 
1982-41 
1982-41 

1982-41 
1987-41 
1987-41 
1937-41 
1987-41 


1932-41 

1982-41 
1982-41 

1987-41 
1987-41 

1987-41 
1937-41 
1982-41 
1982-41 
1987-41 
1932-41 
1982-41 
1932-41 

1982-41 

1932-41 
1982-41 

1932-41 


AVERAGE 


266.6 
8.99 
6.41 

6,  007 

8,  122 

9,  128 


26.8 
894 
783 

28.42 
8.24 

14.75 

11.2 
4.9 
6.9 

12.8 
6.4 
8.0 

22.0 

63. < 

22.6 
80.6 
74 

18.9 
14.7 
95 

16.6 

18.8 
103 
110 

22.2 
18.8 
19.4 
17.8 
17.8 


20.6 

22.6 
20.8 

941 

73 

14.7 
18.6 
18.8 
11.7 
12.7 

1.27 
97.4 
99.1 

129 

30.4 
88.4 

96.5 


1943 


AUGUST 


288.6 
12.81 
9.86 


6,751 
7,  254 
14,  005 

9.0 
12.0 
22.6 

86.6 
22.4 

36.8 

421 

564 
82.88 
12.38 
19.82 

7.9 
6.8 
7.6 
22.7 
12. 1 
9.2 
21.2 
86.6 

82.2 
81.7 

102 
19.6 
17.3 

118 
19.9 
21.9 

163 

156 

34. 2 
22.5 
25.7 
24.8 
24.9 


SEPTEMBER 


29.6 

86.2 
28.7 

1,412 
125 

15.2 
14.6 
19.8 
11.7 
11.9 
1.87 
127.4 
126.1 

162 

42.0 
51.7 

191.9 


308.0 
10.00 
8.42 

6,421 
6,  268 
11,684 

9.9 
8.7 
21.7 

34.5 
22.2 

43.2 

518 

701 
44.59 
15.78 
27.84 

9.3 
11.8 
20. 1 
29.8 
8.0 
9.4 
27.7 
116.6 

84.7 
87.8 
98 

20.8 

17.4 
117 

21.7 

22.0 
163 
166 


1943 


AUGUST 


86.5 
22.6 
27.8 
25.2 
24.2 


80.6 

82.8 
29.5 

1,726 
119 

15.9 
14.7 
20.7 
12.1 
12.9 
1.68 
129.5 
126.6 

158 

42.6 
55.2 

198.2 


816.1 
12.22 
10.73 

7,529 
9,  168 
16,692 

8.4 
5.8 
16.0 

48.9 
29. 1 

29.0 

375 

709 
31.68 
13.98 
16.96 

5.8 
5.4 
7.4 
16.0 
5.2 
8.2 
12.3 
65.8 


38.8 
84.8 

111 
26.6 
18.8 

186 
28.8 
28.8 

198 

198 


SEPTEMBER 


40.8 
24.0 
27.2 
27.2 
27.2 


86.6 

86.6 
32.5 

1,  770 
186 

12.7 
12.7 
18.2 
12.0 
13.5 
2.18 
138.8 
187.2 

166 

44.8 
69.2 

237.8 


882. 
9. 
9, 

6,012 
8,  164 
14,  176 

4. 

0. 

19.9 

37.9 
24.5 

41.1 
446 

858 
42.60 
15.76 
26.80 

9.6 
9.5 
14.8 
28.6 
9.6 
8.6 
15.4 
86.0 

41.6 
40.6 

108 
25.2 
18.8 

134 
29.0 
28.8 

198 

201 

42.9 

28.9 
26.8 
26.8 
25.8 


86.6 

86.5 
82.5 


11.9 
11.9 
19.3 
11.7 
13.5 
2. 16 
132.7 
187.4 

165 

44.5 
62.7 


%nd  of  month.     Frozen  eggs  converted  to  case  equivalent. 
^Includes  purchiases  for  future  delivery. 

'Car  equivalent  of  receipts  by  freight,   truck,  and  express. 

*Fresh  first  September   1932-41  average,  August,  September   1942;   standards,  43  pounds  August,  September  1943. 
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THE    POULTRY    AND    EGG  SITUATION 

Summary 

Recent  actions  by  the  War  Food  Administration  will  tend  to  increase 
civilian  Rux^plies  of  eggs  for  this  fall  "nd  winter  over  what  otherwise  would 
result.    Forthcoming  actions,  as  announced  in  esrly  OctolDer,  consist  of  (l) 
termination  of  FDD  Uo  which  was  designed  to  restrict  the  storage  of  shell 
eggs  largely  to  governmental  uses  and  (2)  cancellation  of  as  much  as  50 
percent  of  forward  contracts  for  dried  egg  calling  for  delivery  to  FDA  in 
November,  December,  and  January,    The  latter  is  being  carried  out  on  a  volun- 
tary basis  and,  therefore,  may  not  a^oroach  ^0  percent  of  outstanding 
contracts.    The  backlog  against  drying  contracts  apparently  is  comprised 
mostly  of  frozen  egg,  ceilings  for  which  apparently  favor  to  some  extent 
sales  for  drying  \inder ^existing  contracts  over  sales  for  other  uses. 

Production  of  eggs  on  farms  during  September  was  9  percent  larger  than 
the  previous  record  for  that  'month  set  last  year.    The  number  of  layers  on 
farms  is  incre?sing  seasonally  at  a  level  higher  than  a  year  ago.  Flocks 
consist  of  a  larger  proportion  of  pullets  this  year  than  Ipst.    In  early 
Octob'^.r  supplies  of  eggs  in  most  wholesale  markets  were  short  of  demand  at 
ceiling  lorices,  but  were  increased  relatively  following  the  lifting  of 
storage  restrictions.    The  average  price  received  by  farmers  for  eggs  in 
raid-S 3V)t ember  was  ^1.6  cents  Der  dozen  compared  with  J,S,S  cents  in  August 
and  3'^'7  cents  in  September  last  year.    Ceiling  prices  for  eggs  h^^ve  about 
reached  the  s^'^sonal  peak  for  this  fall. 

Marketingc  of  chickens  «re  continuing  to  incr^^ase  seasonally  ajid 
civilipn  supplies  in  the  last  quarter  of  this  ye-'^r  will  be  the  largest  for 


I 

OCTUBEH  19U3  -  U  - 

pny  3-raonth  period  in  history.    Prices  of  dressed  "birds  <^re  firm  at  ceiling 
levels  but,  app.^rently  "because  of  labor  shortages  and  some  other  handicaps 
in  dressing  plants,  prices  of  live  "birds  have  "been  a  little  "below  ceilings 
in  recent  weeks.    The  demrnd  for  "ba"by  chicks  for  commercinl  broiler  product! 
continues  at  unprecedentsd  levels.    The  embargo  on  sales  of  turkey  for 
civilian  use  vos  lifted  in  late  October  —  just  ?s  soon  ps  overseas  military 
needs  w^re  met  in  full  and  commitments  received  for  military  requirements 
in  the  United  States." 

October  21,  19^3 

RSVISV  0?  3ECENT  DEVELOPMSIJTS 


i 


The  number  of  layers  on  farms  hp.s  begun  to  increase  sGr>sonally,  as 
pullet=:  from  this  yepr's  record  hatch  are  added  to  laying  flocks.  The 
increase  in  number  of  layers  on  fprms  from  August  to  SeiDtember  was  pbout  10 
percent  larger  this  year  thpn  last  but  the  rate  of  increase,  however,  wag 
pbont  the  snme  ns  l?st  year.    L^^ying  flocks  in  SeiotembGr  averaged  10  percen 
larg^^r  than  the  previous  record  of  a  yerx  earlier.    ?locks  were  the  largest 
in  all  regions  except  in  the  Western  States  where  present  numbers  were 
exceeded  only  in  1930. 

The  rate  of  lay  p'^r  bird  in  the  United  States  has  continued  at  near- 
record  levels.    The  average  numb-^r  laid  during  September  was  O.5  percent 
lower  than  a  year  ago.     In  the  North  Central  States  the  number  of  eggs  laid 
per  bird  slightly  exceeded  the  nrevious  record  which  was  set  in  September 
last  year  but  the  rate  in  other  sections  was  slightly  below  -orevious  highs.  \ 
Compared  v/ith  the  lO-year  (l932-^l)  average  the  rate  of  lay  D^r  bird  ranged; 
from  2  percent  greater  in  the  Western  States  to  18  percent  greater  in  the 
West  North  Central  States. 

Total  egg  production  in  the  United  States  in  September  was  9  percen't 
great<^r  than  in  September  last  year.  The  increases  over  a  year  eprlier  in 
September  output  by  regions,  were  as  follows:  North  Atlantic  7  percent; 
East  North  Central  5  "oercent;  West  North  Central  12  Toercent;  South  Atlantic 
13  percent;  South  Central  8  percent;  Western  States  11  percent.  The  output 
of  eg.-'s  in  the  first  9  months  was  I3  "oercent  larger  than  in  the  correspond! 
months  of  I9U2. 

Despite  heavier  production  in  all  regions  and  in  all  ^^xcept  five 
States,   available  records  indicate  that  receipts  at  normal  Toriraary  majkets 
September  were  smaller  fnaji  a  year  earlier,  apparently  reflecting  some  shif 
from  thf^  usual  marketing  channels.    Receipts  of  eggs  at  terminal  markets 
have  continued  larger  than  a  year  earlier. 
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Ef:q  Price  Ceilin^^s  Nenring  S^ssonal-  Fepk. 

Ceiling  -prices  for  ^^ggs  of  retail  grades  A  rnd  B  h-^ve  "been  increpsing 
■oeriodicplly  since  th'?  first  w^-^k  in" June  19^3'    ^^'^  mpximiim  leval  for  Grade 
A  reached  th^  seasonal  high  for  the  y^rr  in  mid-October  s>nd  is  scheduled  to 
d<^cline  b^-'ginning  in  eprly  ITovember .    Gr^de  B  eggs  ref^ch  p  high  in  '^^rly 
Fov-^mber  end  will  b^gin  dropping  sepsonplly  in  the  Inst  week  of  November.  The 
ceiling  for  Grade  C,  .which  hPs  been  incr^^psing  grrduplly  since  the  second  vc>.5k 
of  July,  will  r^fch  th^  sepsonp.l  high  th«  first  we'^k  of  November  pnd  will 
begin  to  decline  Pt  the  beginning  of  December.     Ceilings  on  wholesale  grades 
of  eg.i^s  hr-ve  been  unchpjiged  since  orrly  October. 

For  severpl  months  prices  of  top-grpde  eggs  in  '•'holesple  markets  have 
been  firm  Pt  ceiling  levels.    Prices  of  low-grp.de  eggs  w^re  p  little  below 
ceilings  in  August  pnd  most  of  September.     In  the  latter  part  of  September 
prices  of  this  stock  strengthened  slightly  but  tended  to  recede  in  early 
October  following  the  lifting  of  ?D0  Uo.    Pric-'s  of  refrigerator  eggs  hpve 
been  cloco  to  ceiling  levels  d^c-oite  th^  rr-ther  heavy,  storage  withdrowals. 

In  mid-October  vholesrle  prices  of  standards  at  Chicago  v/ere  11  per- 
cent higher  than  prices  a  yerr  p^o  for  fresh  firsts,  a  grade  fairly  comparable 
to  the  present  series  for  standards.    ?ric='s  a  year  ago  were  under  the 
control  of  temporary  ceilin.^s  which  were  in  effect  from  October  5.  19^2,  until 
March  of  this  year.    The  pveragf^  r>='tail  -orio  for  strictly  fresh  eggs  in  5^ 
cities  of  the  United  States  in  mid-August  vr^s  59-2  cents  per  dozen  comDared 
with  51*7  cents  p  yepr  eprli-^r.     ••'/ith  the  average  price  received  by  farmers 
in  raid-August  of  3S.8  cents,  the  sprepd  between  the  published  farm  and  r^^^tail 
prices  was  20 M  cents  per  dozen  compared  with  19-5  cents  last  year  and  the 
1935-39  average  for  Aug^ast  of  15.3  c^nts  -oer  dozen. 

Withdra^'^^l  of  3ggs  from  Storage  in 
S-'^'otemb-'^r  Largest  on  R-^cord 

According  to  the  provisions  of  FDO  Uo,  issued  on  March  22,  19^3 1 
su-Dt)lies  of  storage  shell  eggs  at  the  beginning  of  the  current  out -of- storage 
season  could  legplly  consist  only  of  eggs  plpc='d  in  storage  orior  to  March 
25,  19^3 1  •^'id  pn  pllowance  for  working  inventories.    All  other  shell  eggs 
legally  h^ld  w^re  to. have  been  o^-med  by  Government  p.g-^ncies  or  sr)pcifica.lly 
set  aside  for  eventual  Government  use.    Stocks  of  shell  eggs  on  July  1,  the 
■'.epsonal  high  for  this  year,  totaled  nearly  9  million  cases,  the  largest  on 
record  for  any  date  since  August  1,  1933*  ^he  July- September  quarter, 

n'^t  withdi pwr.l?  of  shall  ^ggs  from. storage  ^'ere  the  largest  on  record  for 
that  p'^riod  .    'vithdrawpls  in  .Septeriber  were  larger  tiian  a  year  earli'^'r 
even  though  Vsss  w-^re.us-^d  in  drying  this  year  than  last  .    The  increased 
movement  reflects  incx-ep-ed  civilian  uses  and  probably  relatively  large 
quantities • for  the  military  and  other  war  uses. 

The  lifting  in  early  October  of  all  ■'jrovisions  of  7D0  Uo  erc'^pt  those 
concerning  violations  or ■  obligations  made  r)rior  to  th^  ef-^ective  tim^  of  the 
termination  ord^r,  together  with  seasonally  high  ceiling  "orices,  result'^d  in 
an  acc-l^ration  of  the  out-of-storage  movement.  Prices  of  some  refrigerator 
eggs  occasionally  were  slightly  below  the  prevailing  ceiling  levels. 
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FDO  Ul,  i?su3d  on  March  22,  19^31  designed  to  limit  the  amount  of 

liquid,  frozen,  and  dried  egg  -nroduced  for  civilipn  uses  in  19^3  f  was  revokei 
in  Ir^te  October.     S-oecif icelly  this  measure  rrovided  that  spray  dried  whole 
egg  could  be  r)roducad  only  for  G-overnraent  account  rnd  th-^t  nil  other  liquid, 
frozen,   or  dried  egg  products  could  not  be  produced  in  the  ye^r  ending 
Februriry  1,  19^^,  in  Iprg^r  amounts  than  the  quantities  -oroduced  p.  y^rv 
eprli-^r  for  other  than  G-overnment  uses.    With  comijlete  revocation  of  the 
order,   pny  <^tocks  th.^t  were  being  held  for  disposition  as  provided  were 
released  for  sele  in  regular  commercial  channels  and  unlimited  production  is' 
permitted. 

Largely  because  of  forward  contracts  for  dried  whol^  '^gg,  d 
unprec^d-^nted  ajnount  of  frozen  egg  has  been  -oroouced  this  year.    Output  in  1 
the  first  9  months  of  19^3  totaled  UlQ  million  pounds  comparf=d  with  a,  total  I 
of  ?58  million  pounds  in  all  of  19^2.    The  ceiling  price  for  frozen  egg  has 
been  increasing  0.3    cent    or  O.U  cent    monthly  since  June  and  vrill  reach  the 
seasonal  high  in  January,     j'rom  January  to  March  the  raaximiim  l^vel  r'^cedes 
to  the  seasonally  low  l^vel  applicable  to  the  spring  period  of  flush 
production  of  eggs  on  farms. 

July- S ept emb q r  Dried  Sgg  Output 
l6  percent  Und°r  _a  Year  Sarli'^r 

Production  of  dried  egg  in  the  United  Sta.tes  in  the  first  6  months  of  i 
19*43  totaled  I38  million  pounds  compared  with  112  million  pounds  in  the  corrJ 
spending  months  of  19^2.     Since  Junn,  however,   the  output  of  dried  egg  has  | 
declined  in  accordanc-^  with  reductions  called  for  in  the  schedule  of  delivery 
of  dried  egg  to  Government  agencies  which -in  turn  was  established  by  forward 
contracts.     In  Se-otember  about  20  million  pounds  of  dried  egg  were  produced 
compared  with  I6  million  pounds  in  August  and  21.7  million  pounds  in  Septemb( 
19^+2.     In  the  July-September  quarter  of  19^3      total  of  57  million  pounds 
of  dried  •^gg  was  produced  compared  with  68  million  pounds  a  year  earlier. 

Purchases  of  dri'^d  egg  by  the  Pood  Distribution  Administration  were 
discontinued  in  the  first  weak  of  October  19^3  •    Between  January  1  ajid 
October  9,  19^3,  the  FDA  purchased  2^6  million  pounds  of  dried  egg,  of  which 
33  million  pounds  were  for  delivery  in.  January  19'+^.     On  October  2,  19^+3 .  the 
War  Food  Administration  announced  that  egg-drying  plants  could  apply  for 
cancellation  of  up  to  SO  p'=rcent  of  their  November,  December,  and  January  .| 
delivery  contracts  with  FDA.    Any  dried  egg  involved  in  the  cancellation  of 
such  contracts  will  result  in  an  equivalent  increase  in  supplies  of  shell  and 
frozen  egg  for  usual  commercial  uses.    B'^fore  cancellations  will  bo  granted, 
satisfactory  proof  is  being  required  that  drying  firms  hold  enough  shell  and. 
frozen  egg  to  cov^^r  the  forward  contracts.    Up  to  mid-October  relatively  f^^w 
requests  had  been  received  for  release  from  the  forward  contracts.     The  i 
backlog  against  th--^se  commitments  apparently  consists  largely  of  frozen  egg,' 
ceilings  for  which  favcr  use  in  producing  dried  egg  over  uses  in  normal 


comma rcial  channels. 
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Merkp tings  of  Chickens  at  Sq'p.soHa-I  .  Peak 

Supplies  of  live  poultry  in  p11  Torimpry  and  t-^rminnl  markets  have  bee-n 
increasing  steadily  for  several  months.     In  most  instances  they  have 
increased  sufficiently  to  satisfy  the  demand  even  at  less  than  ceiling  iDric^s. 
Prices  of  dressed  "birds,  on  the  other  hpnd,  hr^v-^  been  steady  at  ceiling 
prices  in  most  terminal  markets  of  the  Nation.    Poultry  dressing  operations, 
aiDpprently,  are  being  hampered  f>s  a  result  of  inadequate  supplies  of  labor. 
To'tal  receipts  of  live  poultry  at  Midwest  primary  markets  in  August  and 
S'^ptember  were  a  little  under  the  record  of  a  year  earlier.     In  narly  October 
receipts  were  larger  than  a  year  earlier  and  nearly  equal  to  the  all-time 
r=>cord  average  we^^kly  receipts  per  plant  reached  in  September  19^2.     In  the 
first  half  of  Octob'='r  receipts  of  young  stock  were  much  larg-^r  than  a  year 
earlier  pnd  receipts  of  fowl  (nature  hens)  were  about  the  spjne  as  last  year. 
In  the  3  nonths  ended  September  ],0  receipts  of  fowl  were  much  larger  than  in 
the  corresT)onding  months  of  last  year  but  mprketing  of  young  stock  vfas 
slightly  smaller  in  the  North  Central  States.     Chicken  prices  relative  to 
prices  rnd  supplies  of  fe'=>d  have  been  favorable  to  delayed  marketings  of 
chickens.    Rpceipts  of  dress "^d  poultry  at  New  York  have  been  running  a  little 
Ifrger  thpn  a  year  earlier.     Included,  of  course,  are  -^ny  turkeys  sent 
through  that  city  bound  for  overseas  military  forces.    Receipts  at  the  four 
principal  markets  have  increased  much  more  than  sersonally  rind,  though  they 
are  still  a  little  smaller  than  those  of  a  year  ago,  they  are  much  larger 
than  the  av'-">rage . 

Prices  of  live  chickens  at  Chicago  in  raid-October  ranged  from  6 
percent  lower  thnn  a  year  earlier  for  broilers  to  lU  percent  high'^r  for 
fryers.        Prices  of  fowl  were  higher  by  from  19  to  2U  percent.    Prices  of 
dressed  birds  ^.t  N?w  York  ranged  from  15  percent  higher  for  broilers  to  32 
percent  higher  for  fryers.    Prices  of  fowls  vrere  from  20  to  3I  loercent  higher 
than  a  year  earlier.    The  average  price  received  by  farmers  in  the  United 
States  for  all  classes  of  chickens  in  mid-September  wns  25-2  cents  p'^'r  nound 
compared  with  25.6  cents  in  August  and  20. 3  cents  in  September  19^+2. 

Through  amendments  to  RMPH  269  issued  in  the  past  month,  ceiling 
prices  for  dressed  birds  v^-'re  raised  1  cent  p-^r  pound  and  prices  of  drawn 
and  eviscerated  birds  v;ere  lovrered  sli;>-^htly.    Maximum  prices  for  live  birds 
for  basing  point  cities  have  not  been  changed. 

Storage  Stocks  of  Poultry  Now  Above  Average 

With  unusu?^lly  heavy  marketing's  of  poultry  and  relatively  heavy 
storing  of  poultry  for  future  use  by  the  armed  forces,  for  eviscerating  and 
canning,  and  for  normal  commercir^l  uses,  total  storage  stocks  of  poultry 
have  increased  greatly  in  the  past  3  nionths.     In  September  the  net  into- 
storage  movement  was  6  iD»rC'-^nt  lar:~er  than  the  record  mov^-ment  in  September 
last  year  and  nearly  twice  th*''  pre-19^2  r='Cord  high.    On  October  1,  holdings 
of  poultry  in  stora=;e  totaled  S6  million  pounds,  conpar'='d  with  II6  million 
pounds  a  year  eprlier  and  the  1932-^1  averagi-  of  6U  million  pounds.  The 
larger  net  in-movenent  this  year  than  Ifist  vras  due  primarily  to  a  reversal 
in  the  movement  of  turkey  as  compared  vrith  last  year.     Stocks  of  turkey 
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vere  incr--a3ed  U.5  million  nounds  this  year  whereas  in  the  corresponding 
TDeriod  of  I9U?  turkey  holdings  were  reduced  k,l  million  -oounds. 

Embargo  on  Sales  of  Turkey  for 

Civilians  Lifted  in  Late  October 

To  meet  urg'^nt  military  demands  for  turkey  the  WA  in  early  August 
issued  FDO  'Jl  which  was  designed  to  limit  practically  all  transactions  in 
turkey  to  ultimate  military  uses.  The  only  turkey  that  was  sold  for  civilian 
use  between  mid-August  and  late  October  con«5isted  of  birds  not  meeting  the 
minimum  standards  established  by  the  military  forces.  Before  mid-October 
purchases  for  overseas  needs  had  been  completed  and  sufficient  commitments  for 
domestic  military  needs  had  been  obtained  by  late  October.  FDO  7I  accordingly 
was  lifted  upon  the  completion  of  its  objective,  and  sales  for  civilian  uses 
may  novi  be  made  vrithout  restrictions. 

Purchases  of  dres?ed  turkey  during  September  v;ere  made  at  8-l/2'cents 
over  the  maximum  base  price  for  the  same  kind  of  live- turkeys  or  I-I/2  cents 
over  the  ceilings  to  civilians.     In  October,  purchases  were  made  at  l/2  cent 
below  the  September  price  but  8  cents  over  the  corresponding  ceiling  for  live 
birds  or  3  cents  over  the ^ceilings  that  would  cover  sales  to  civilians. 
This  pricing  action  was  schedul3d  to  lapse  ^'dth  the  expiration  of  FLO  7I . 

Because  of  the  purchases  of  turkey  by  the  military  forces,  storage 
stocks  of  turkey  were  increased  during  Serjtember  for  the  first  time  in  more 
than  a  decade. 

Demand  for  Hatch'^ry  Chicks  Continuing  Strong 

Although  the  feed  supply  =:ituation  threatens  to  get  tighter  in  coming 
months,  the  demand  for  baby  chicks  is  continuing  at  unprecedented  levels  in 
all  sections  of  the  Nation.    The  number  of  chicks  on  order  October  1  for  later 
delivery  '-'as  98  percent  larger  thrui  a  year  earlier,  with  increases  ranging 
from  12  percent  in  the  Mountain  and  South  Central  States  to  IU7  percent  in 
IT^^w  England. 

During  Septerab-^r  about  2U . 5  million  chicks  were  hatched  by  commercial 
hatcheries.     This  output  was  10  percent  larger  than  the  previous  record  set 
for  September  in  19^2.    Production  for  the  first  9  months  of  19^3  totaled 
1.357  million  chicks,  compared  with  1,122  million  during  the  corresponding 
xieriod  last  year  —  an  incr'^ase  of  21  percent. 

The  supply  of  hatching  "^ggs  continued  to  be  the  limiting  factor  in 
the  output  of  comm'^rcial  hatcheries,   as  it  apparently  has  been  for  more  than, 
a  year.     Compared  ^-rith  the  "orevious  record  in  Se-otember  19^+2,  this  year's 
settings  in  September  were  increased  10  p^^rcent .    Decreases  were  sho'.m  for 
the  Pacific,  the  South  Central,  New  England,  and  ¥qst  North  Central  States, 
while  other  parts  of  the  country  showed  increases. 
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OUTLOOK 

?pvor?'"ble  ^■'Te^th.Qr  Results  in  Further 
I?.t)rov?"3qnt  in  Crop  Prosr)ect s 

Th^  supply  of  f-^?d  grains  in  19^3-^^.  including  wh'=pt  and  rye  for 
f^'^ding,  "bpsed  on  Octob'^'r  1  -DrospectF:,  is  about  lUg.O  million  tons,  2  p':^r- 
c°nt  iPrg-^r  thpn  that  indicated  September  1  and  3  percent  larger  tha*^.  the 
August  1  indi -nation,  but  U  pp>rC'^nt  sTnall3r  thpji  th'=  actual  19^2-U3  supply  of 
15^.3  Tiillion  tons. 

Total  supplies  of  the  princiToal  vegetable  protein  end  byproduct  feeds 
PV2  lively  to  b^  slightly  larg-^r  thpji  in  IQU2-U3 ,  but  eupplie*?  of  animal 
protein  will  be  about  as  gre.at.    With  the  feed  suppli>^s  nov  in  prospect  and 
about  10  percent  more  livestock  animal  units  on  f;^rms  on  Janunry  1,  19^'+, 
supplies  of  all  fe-^d  concentrates  p'=r  animal  -"init  in  I9U3-UU  will  be  about 
12  percent  smaller  than  last  yepr.    Hovev-^r,  if  stocks  of  feed  grains  are 
reduced  to  rainimuni  by  October  19UU,  totel  di sa-opeprsnce  of  fe'-'d  in  19U3~1+U 
would  be  only  slightly  smaller  than  in  19^2-^3  bjit  about  9  percent  smaller 
T)er  animpl  unit  on  farms  Januery  1.    The  average  protein  content  of  the 
national  feed  supply  in  19U3-UU  probably  will  be  slightly  above  the  previous 
record  of  19U2-U3 . 

In  mid-September,  the  av^^rage  nrice  r)fid  by  farmers  for  laying  mash 
was  17  perc  =!nt  higher  than  a  year  earlier  and  8  percent  higher  thr-n  in  the 
main  hatching  months  of  last  spring.    The  egg-feed  ratio  is  relatively 
fcvorable,  however,  and  is  li'cely  to  continue  favorable  into  19^^+,  but 
probably  not  ps  fpvorpble  p^s  a  year  earlier. 

Supplies  of  Poultry  to  be  Sepsonplly  Heavy 
in  Remainder  of  I9U3 

'■'ith  much  h'^evier  production  of  commercial  broil'^rs  and  considerably 
more  chickens  rsip=>d  on  farms  for  flock  re-olac em''->nt  r)urT:.o s e s ,  marketings  of 
chic>"ens  hpve  be'=n  very  h-^av7/  and  "ill  continu"  at  record  I'^vels  through  the 
remainder  of  this  y^er.    Total  suppli-s  of  chicken  for  civilians  in  the  last 
3  months  of  19^3  will  be  the  largest  for  any  3  months  in  history. 

Rec-^ipts  of  youjig  stock  at  Midw>-^st  primary  markets  at  the  beginning 
of  Octob--"^r  were  about  equal  to  the  all-time  peak  reached  in  September  19^2. 
In  view  of  th-^"  aToarent  delay  in  marketing  some  young  birds  and  the  -Jinusually 
heavy  late  hatch,  it  is  lik^^ly  that  receipts  will  continue  nerr  record  levels 
during  much  of  the  remainder  of  the  yepr. 

Marki^tings  will  be  large  relptive  to  the  oiD-^ra.ting  cai3Pcity  of  plajits. 
By  -practicing  orderly  mark-^ting,  farmers  may  benefit  by  higher  "oric^s  than  if 
birds  are  marketed  indiccrim.inately .     In  early  October  prices  of  dres'^ed 
birds  in  t -rminal  markets  were  steady  at  ceiling  prices  but  prices  of  live 
birds  in  some  -sections,  particularly  in  the  Midwest,  w-re  moderately  below 
ceilings.    Barring  unusually  ■'jn:^avorable  weath-^r  which  may  be  followed  by 
serious  marjcet  gluts,  prices  of  chick-^ns  ar«='  li-'"ely  to  continue  near  ceiling 
levels  in  most  localities  at  all  stages  of  distribution. 
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Marketings  of  turkeys  will  be  at  the  sep.sonril  p(=f(k  during  November 
and  December.    Total  marketings  this  fall  will  be  about  ps  Iprge  as  a  year 
earlier  but,  because  of  the  larger  amount*:  going  into  military  uses,  supiDlies 
for  civilians  will  be  somewhat  smaller  than  in  the  fall  of  19^2.  Supplies 
will  be  particularly  short  relative  to  demand  at  prevailing  ceilings  in 
Eastern  areas,   since  these  sections  are  on  a  deficit-producing  basis.  With 
the  strong  demand  in  all  regions,  turkeys  will  tend  to  be  consi-imed  nearer  the 
.points  of  production. 

The  schedule  of  ceiling  prices  for  live  turkeys,  as  originally  annoianc^d 
in  November  19^2,  will  continue  in  effect  for  the  19^3  marketing  season. 

Nximber  of  Potential  Layers 

12  Percent  Over  a  Year  Ago  '  •  '■ 

The  n\imber  of  hens  one  year  old  or  older  on  farms  October  1  ^^^s  9 
percent  larger  than  a'  year  ago  and  29  percent  above  the  10-year  average.  On 
January  1  the  number  of  potential  layers  was  lU  riercent  larger  than  a  year 
previous.    The  apparent  decline  from  January  1  to  October  1  this  year  relative 
to  last  year  is  due  to  the  ra.ther  sharp  increase  in  numbers  which  occurred 
up  to  October  1  last  year  and  to  heavy  culling  ajid  marketing  of  hens  from 
laying  flocks  this  -oast  summer  and  fall.    The  number  of  laying  pullets  in 
flocks  on  October  1  was  12  percent  larger^ than,  a  year  earlier,  while  pullets 
not  of  laying  age  were.  mx>  15  "nercent,    .The  number  of  potential  layers  on 
October  1  —  hens  and  all  pullets  —  ■'«fas  12  percent  larger  than  a  year 
previous  and  Uo  percent  above  the  lO-year  average.    Of  these  potential  layers 
63  "percent  were  pullets,  compared  with  62  T^ercent  a  year  ago. 

The  number  of  potential  layers  will  increa.se  seasonably  until  e^rly  in 
^January,  and  the  number  at  that  time  will  depehd  orimarily  on  the  extent  to 
, which  adeq.uate  feed  supplies  continue  to  be  available  in  all  regions.  Based 
on  past  relationships  between  the  number  of  chickens  raised  in  the  usual 
season  and  the  numb-^r  of  layers"  on  December  3I' sach  year,  an  increase  over  a 
year  earlier  of  8  to  10  percent*  in  number  of  h'ens  and  pullets  on  farms  at  the 
end  of  19'+3  would  be  expected.  '  '  ' 

.  Sgg  production  this  fall  and  winter  will  be  moderately  larger  than  a 
year  earlier  ^jnless  the  rate  of  laj''.  is  sharply  reduced  by  severe  weather. 
Supplies  of  eggs  for  civiliajas  will  be  at  a  record  high  level  for  the  next 
few  months  and,  as  a  whole,  the  over-all  demand  for  eggs  at  ceiling  prices 
will  be.  Clos:ely  filled  in  most  consiiming  centers.    The  demand  for  top-grade 
eggs  af  ceiling  prices,  however,  probably  will  continue  to  exceed  supplies  by 
a  siz/*bli»  margin  during  most  of  the  fa,ll  period.    Sggs  released  for  commercial 
use,  as  a  result  of  the  cane  el"!  at  ion  of  drying  contracts,  will  ^consist -mostly 
of  frozen  eggs  and  average  quality  stora.ge  she'll  eggs.    Cancellation  of  drying 
contracts  has  been  made  possib'le  as  a  result  o'f  prospective  accumulation  of 
large  stocks  by  the  end  of  January  19UU.    Go  ri;paratively  large  quantities  of 
dried  egg  will  be  "ourchas'-^d  during  19^^^  to  meet  overseas  requirements. 
Through  such  purchases,  any  cancellations  madS  now  will  be  replaced  from 
production  and  purchases  next  ?;pring. 
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Seasonal  Variation  in  Disappearance  of  Eggs 

Prior  to  the  development  of  commercial  cold-storage  facilities  late  in 
the  nineteenth  century  and  early  in  the  twentieth  century,  eggs  were  extremely 
scarce  in  the  fall  and  winter  months.    At  that  time,  in  order  to  "be  assured 
of  a  winter  supply  of  eggs,  many  families  preserved  eggs  in  ''water  glass"  and 
"by  other  methods.     The  two  procediores  for  storing  eggs  —  commercial  and  in 
the  home  —  together  with  a  prohable  slight  increase  in  winter , production  of 
eg^s  tended  to  make  relatively  more  eggs  available  in  the  fall  and  winter 
months.     In  the  pioneer  days  of  commercial  egg  storing,  however,  quality  of 
storage  eggs  was , relatively  low  and  the  seasonal  variation  in  prices  of  fresh 
eggs  was  not  greatly  affected.    With  the  commencement  of  oil  treatment  of 
shell  eggs  on  a  large  scale,  in  the  1920' s,  the  natural  qualities  of  eggs  wprn 
more  effectively  preserved  and,  hence,  more  closely  resembled  fresh  shell  eggs 

The  largest  quantity  of  shell  eggs  ever  stored  in  the  United  States  — 
11.2  million  cases  —  was  reached  on  August  1,  1930»     Storage  eggs  v/ere  used 
in  the  largest  quantity  for  domestic  consumption  in  1927*    Eggs  were  stored 
in  frozen  form  to  a  moderate  extent  through  the  early  1920's,  "but  storage  of 
frozen  eggs  increased  most  rapidly  in  the  late  1920' s  and  during  the  1930's. 
In  the  following  two  tables  the  relative  contribution  of  storage  shell  and 
frozen  egg  to  the  annual  supply  of  eggs  for  consumption  is  shown. 


Net  withdrawals  of  shell  eggs  from  storage  as  a  percentage  of 
the  shell  egg  equivalent  of  all  eggs  consumed 
•    ■  •  ,      in  the  United  States,  I916-U2 


Year 

Percent 

Year 

Percent 

Year 

Percent 

Year 

Percent 

Year  Percent 

1916 

1922 

10.1 

1928 

8 . 8 

193^ 

g.9 

19^0  6.5 

1917 

8.1 

1923 

9.7 

1929 

8.5 

1935 

7-7 

19^1  5.6 

191s 

8.6 

I92U 

9.8 

1930 

8.8 

1936 

7.U 

19^2  6.8 

1919 

7.9 

1925 

9.2 

1931 

8.3 

1937 

7.5 

1920 

9.0 

1926 

9.1+ 

1932 

6.9 

■'  193s 

5.9 

1921 

7.8 

1927 

9.6 

1933 

■8.6-  • 

"  1939 

5.8 

Ket  withdrawals  of  frozen  egg 

■from  storage  as 

a  percentage  of 

the  shell  egg  equivalent  of 

all  eggs 

cons\Med 

in  the 

United 

States 

,  I917-U2 

Year 

Percent 

Year 

Percent  ' 

Year 

Percent 

Year  Percent 

Year  Percent 

1917 

0.3 

i92;5 

0.7  . 

.1929 

1.5 

1935 

2.0 

19^1  3.0 

I9I8 

O.U 

1924 

0.7 

1930 

1.3 

1936 

2.3 

19^+2  5.3 

1919 

0.3 

1925 

0.7 

1931 

1.1 

1937 

1.8 

1920 

0.5 

1926 

0.8 

1932 

l,k 

1938 

2.3 

1921 

0.5 

1927 

1,0 

1933 

1.6 

1939 

2.1 

1922 

0.6 

1928 

1.2 

193^ 

2.1 

I9U0 

2.6 
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Tentative  estimates  of  the  nontlilv  disappearance  for  consunption  of 
shell  and  frozen  eggs  are  presented  in  taole?  1  to  3'  tables  2  and  3 

estimated  nonthly  net  withdrawals  of  shell  and  frozen  egs  are  given.  For 
Eonths  in  which  eggs  are  wit'^.dravm  fron  storage  the  contribution  of  fresh 
shell  eggs  is  equivalent  to  the  estimates  in  table  1  less  the  sun  of  esti- 
iTiate«t  for  corresponding  months  in  tables  2  and  3- 

This  study  of  monthly  disappearance  of  ©ggs  was  started  v/ith  the  year 
1925,  the  earliest  period  for  whichi  estimates  of  monthly  farm  e^rg  production 
are  available.    The  figures  on  monthly  disap]  earance  were  computed  on  the 
basis  of  shell  and  frozen  eggs  only;  in  the  annual  estimates  of  consumption 
thf-  shell  Brzs  eouivalent  of  dried  eg^  also  is  included.     On  an  annuai  basis, 
in  the  j/eriod  1925  through  I9U2,  shell  and  frozen  egg   apparently  comprised 
more  than  98  percent  of  the  shell  egg  equivalent  of  all  fesgs  consun^d.  The 
estimates  of  monthly  disappearance  presented  in  table  1  were  determined  by 
adding  to  domestic  production  the  net  imports  of  shell  and  frozen  egg  and 
the  net  out-of-storage  movement  of  such  eggs  in  this  country.     The  estimated 
oijLantitifcs  of  fresh  eggs  ^ised  for  hatching  and  the  quantities  of  fresh  shell 
eg^p,  storase  shell  egsrs,  and  frozen  eg.es  used  in  drying  were  subtracted  in 
determining  the  apparent  disappearance  of  each  for  civilian  food  uses. 
During  the  war  period  sizable  quantities  of  storage  shell  eggs  and  some 
frozen  egg  have  been  used  directly  and  indirectly  for  military  forces. 
Adeouate  information  on  these  uses  is  not  available  yet  and  no  adjustment 
has  been  attempted.    Available  estimates  of  ouantities  used  by  the  military 
were  subtracted  from  the  fresh  shell  egs:  supply  in  all  months  of  each  year. 
Conseouertly,  during  the  out-of-storage  season,  the  quantitie?=  of  frozen  egg 
and  storage  shell  egg  used  by  civilians  are  moderately  overstated  and  the 
Quantities  of  fresh  shell  eggs  are  landerstated  by  a  corresponding  amount. 
This  condition  is  primarily  responsible  for  the  tentative  nature  of  the 
estimates  for  the  war  period. 

In  addition  to  the  limitation  imposed  by  lack  of  inform.ation  on  mili- 
tary used  by  tj/j^e  of  products,  a  serious  limitation  in  the  estimates  also 
results  through  lack  of  records  on  floor  stocks,  stocks  in  transit,  and 
stocks  in  other  places  not  included  in  reports  on  cold-storage  holdings. 
This  limitation  tends  to  exaggerate  the  apparent  seasonal  variation  in  disap- 
pearance.   As  production  of  eggs  increases  early  in  the  season,  stocks  not 
covuited  in  cold-storage  reports  are  built  up,  thus  indicating  greater  disap- 
pearance than  is  actually  taking  place.    During  the  perioa  of  declining 
production  the  opposite  condition  results  —  actual  disappearance  is  greater 
than  indicated  by  available  information. 

These  considerations  suggest  that  comparisons  should  be  restricted  to 
a  year-to-year  basis  for  corresponding  months  rather  than  betv/een  months 
within  year^.    Hence,   it  is  sound  to  conclude  that  the  seasonal  pattern  of 
egg  consumption  has  changed  in  a  manner  something  like  that  indicated  in 
accompanying  tables  and  in  the  cover  page  chart.    Data  from  studies  made  in 
the  middle  19  30' s  confirm  indications  from  these  data  that  people  in  the 
United  States  use  moderate- ly  more  eggs  in  the  flush  season  of  production 
than  they  do  in  the  fall  and  winter  months. 


OCTOBER  19  U  3 


Many  people  pro^bably  have  found  that  they  actually  would  like  to  eat  i 
considerably  more  eggs  in  the  cool  v;eather  of  the  fall  and  winter  period  I 
than  in  the  spring  and  sumner  hut  have  not  done  so  hecause  of  seasonally  | 
high  prices.    With  the  unprecedented  consumer  demand  this  fall,  consumption 
of  eggs  apparently  is  "by  far  the  largest  on  record  for  the  period,  even  at 
seasonally  high  ceiling  prices.     The  monthly  data  have  not  teen  adjusted  foi 
varying  numbers  of  days  in  calendar  months.    As  a  result,  month-to-ir.onth 
fluctuations  are  somewhat  overemphasized.     This  is  particularly  noticeable 
for  March,  since  it  is  between  2  shorter  months.     The  estimates  of  qnantiti^ 
of  storage  shell  and  frozen  egg  used  are  not  strictly  accurate,  since  they  ; 
were  determined  on  the  basis  of  net-storage  movement  during  each  calendar 
month.     In  some  months  a  net  movement  in  one  direction  in  part  of  the  month 
may  be  offset,  in  v/hole  or  in  part,  by  a  net  movement  in  the  opposite  direc-^ 
tion  during  the  remainder  of  the  month. 

■i 

Improved  breeding,  management,  and  feeding  are  responsible  in  large 
part  for  the  increased  rate  of  lay  1  er  bird  which  has  brought  about  greatly 
increased  supplies  of  fresh  eggs  available  for  consumption  in  the  fall  and  j 
winter  months.     The  incentive  to  these  improved  practices  was  provided  by 
the  seasonally  high  prices  that  usually  prevailed  in  these  months.     The  sea- 
sonal pattern  of  numbers  of  layers  has  not  changed  significantly  during  the 
period  for  which  records  are  available. 

Total  production  of  eggs  in  the  3  months,  November  through  January 
19U2-i-i-3,  was  more  than  twice  the  average  production  in  those  months  of 
1925-29  and  about  63  percent  above  production  in  those  months  of  1935-39 • 
Production  in  the  spring  months  of  19^3         about  one-fourth  larger  than  in 
1925-29  and  about  hO  percent  larger  than  in  1935-39'     Compared  with  the  out- 
put in  i^ovember  through  January  in  the  1^25-29  period,  the  No Virmber- January 
output  in  19^2-^3  ranged  from  35  percent  higher  in  the  Western  States  to 
168  percmt  higher  in  the  Jorth  Atlantic  States. 

Changes  in  production  in  recent  years  relative  to  1925-29  and  1935-39 
are  shown  in  table  U,  by  regions.  The  increased  supplies  of  eggs  for  civil- 
ians in  the  fall  and  v/inter,  made  possible  primarily  by  increased  production 
have  helped  bring  about  a  considerable  change  in  the  seasonal  pattern  of  ''^ 
prices  received  by  farmers  for  eggs.  These  shifts  were  discussed  in  The  I 
Poultry  and  Egg  Situation  for  May  I9UI  in  an  article  entitled  "A  Moving  1 
Seasonal  Adjustment  for  Egg  trices."  Index  numbers  of  seasonal  variation  I 
were  presented  in  the  issue  for  May  19^1  and  brought  u^j  to  date  in  the 
December  issues  for  1941  and  194-2. 
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Tatle  1.-  Apparent  disappearr-nce  of  shell  and  frozen  eggs 
(shell  egg  equivalent)  for  civilians,  United  States, 
"by  months, .  1925  to  I9U3  l/ 


Jan.  I  Feb.'.  Mar.'  Apr. '  May  *  June]  July  *..  Aug.  [  Sept,  |  Oct.'.  Nov.*  Dec. 


Uil,    Mil.  Mil.    Mil.    Mil.    Mil.    Mil.    Mil.    Mil.  Mil,    Mil.  Mil. 

'do2.    do 2.  doz,    doz.    doz.    doz.    doz.    doz.    doz.  doz .    doz.  doz. 

163.1  217.8  3U6.O  30U.2  315.6  28U.2  282.3  263. U  251,1  227. U  128. U  187. 5 

206.3  258.2  368.3  337.5  316.9  301,2  295,0  286. U  27U.2  2U0.I  198,9  190.0 

202.1  266.5  377.8  338.7  325.2  31U.3  310,6  307.3  269.2  2U8.3  206.0  196.0 

215,9  260.7  371.7  338.3  322.0  3IU.O  313.1  283.3  270.1  253.9  216,3  213.6 

231,3  239.7  376. U  335.6  339. 8  ^05.8  306.0  296,9  270,9  252.0  200.0  197.3 


202.5 
2U8.6 
2i4-0.2 
216. U 
229.2 
186.1 
210.7 
229,0 
2U5.6 
250,1 


278.7 
291.9 

287.5 
258.6 
2U7.8 

221.1 
227.8 
261.0 

267.9 
273.2 


371.7 
365.7 
366.3 
3I8.6 

33U.9 
309.3 
32U.9 
336.0 
376.8 
3^7.0 


333.1 
321,5 

327.9 
310,2 
286.5 

297.5 
319.1 
30U.O 
307.1 
327.3 


315.6 

33I.S 
.323.0 
292.8 
27U.8 
279.8 
293.0 
303.2 

322.7 
305.1 


316.2 

299.7 
30U.5 

275.0 
270.0 
261.0 

273.^ 

285.6 

289.9 
287.9 


299.5 
303.1 

290.5 
267.6 

263.5 
259.1 
26U.0 

292.9 
289.6 

293.3 


292.0 
286, U 
275.0 
261.6 
262.1 
25U.8 
2UU.5 
277.2 
275.5 
279.7 


261.1 
260.6 
251.6 
2UU.7 
230. U 
236.2 
23s.  5 

267.9 
258.2 
26^.6 


251.8 
25U.2 
22U.9 
231.2 
228.  U 
225.5 

C36.8 
2^0.  U 
245.1 
260.8 


215.6 
218,9 
188. U 

201.9 
200.6 

I97.S 
207.6 

231.7 
226.0 
2U2,0 


219.7 

222.5 

161.9 
205.8 
191.1 
206.1 
210.3 
230.5 
•229,6 
2U9.I 


2U8.8  273.9  365.2  325.3  31U.6  290.8  296.8  29^.7  279.0  276.2  253.5  255.0 

279.7  291.3  352.1  328.2  302.0  281.7  275.U  279.1  258.9  251.5  240.9  262. U 

285.2  275.1  336.9  302.5  300.3  271.8  282.5  28U.U  262.2  273.3  256.1  27^.3 

300.9  293.3  360.2  312.7  '^26.9  29U.U  3O8.5  313.2  288. U 


1/  Data  are  preliminary,  especially  for  the  war  period. 
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Table  2.-  Apparent  disappearance  of  storage  shell  egi^s  for  civilians, 
United  States,  "by  months,  igg^-U^  l/ _ 


Year  : 

Jan.  ; 

F  el) . ; 

Mar. ; 

ATDr. : 

May  : 

June:  July: 

Aug. : 

Sept . : 

Oct . : 

Nov. : 

Dec. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mi  1 . 

Mil . 

Mil 

Mi  1 . 

Mi  1 . 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mi  1 . 

do  z  • 

do  z . 

do  z  • 

do  z » 

do  z » 

do  z 

•     d.0  z  • 

do  z . 

do  z . 

do  z » 

do  z . 

do  Z  . 

1925  : 

29.1 

1.8 

■^7.8 

68,7 

76,1 

63.1 

1926  : 

15.0 

8»2 

45.8 

bU.8 

80.2 

63.6 

1927  ; 

25.3 

U,8 

32.9 

50.7 

7^.2 

75.9 

62.2 

1928  • 

•  1 

16.6 

U?.l 

68.  8 

81.  ? 

6'^-8 

1929 ■ : 

35.0 

7.1 

12. U 

U0.6 

6s.o 

69,0 

57.8 

1930  : 

17. G 

1.6 

2U.7 

36.0 

71.7 

78.9 

67,8 

1931  : 

3^.8 

9.8 

1U.6 

31.7 

66. U 

68,9 

59.2 

1932- : 

2U.U 

12.2 

lU.i 

■^2.0 

50.1 

60.8 

■^1.2 

1933  : 

2.5 

16.9 

i+U.3 

-r-r  •  J 

68.7 

76.0 

1934  - 

20.  U 

0.1 

30.7 

3U.I 

65.1 

67.6 

52.0 

1935  i 

18. 3 

0.2 

17.2 

30.6 

81. 3 

57.2 

1936  : 

2U.2 

9.9 

60.9 

61.0 

1937  : 

J'  J 

-  9.8 

Uo.o 

57.0 

7U.6 

55.2 

1938  : 

I'S .  3 

1.0 

lU.i 

3^.3 

U5.6 

3^,2 

3U.I 

1939  . 

5.0 

12.8 

35.0 

57.3 

58.? 

31.^ 

19U0  : 

1U.2 

16.3 

36.0 

56.9 

65.2 

U0.6 

19^1  . 

9.5 

O.U 

20.7 

U3.5 

59.^ 

26.8 

19^2 

3.U 

8.0 

18. 5 

21.5 

32.9 

16.1 

19^3  . 

1.8 

1.3 

9.3 

22.6 

31.1 

17 

are 

preliminary, 

especially  for 

the  W3,r 

period.  In 

the  months  for 

whi  ch 

no  data  are 

shown 

there 

was  a 

net 

into-sto 

rage  movement  or  no  change 

in  stocks. 

Table  3*~  Apparent  disappearance  of  storage  frozen  eggs  (shell  egg  equivalent) 
for  civilicjis.  United  States,  by  months,  1923-^"^  l/ 


Year 


1925 
1926 
1927 
1928 

1929 

1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 
19^^ 
1935 
1936 
1937 
193s 
1939 
19^0 
I9U1 
I9U2 
19^^ 


Jan.;  Feb.:  Iviar.:  Apr.:  May 


Mil. 
do  z . 

5.7 

^.3 
•^.2 

7.2 
7.0 
8.U 
6.2 
5.5 

9.8 
8.0 
10.^ 
11.0 
10.0 
12.8 
15.6 
IU.I+ 
lU.U 


Mil. 
do  z . 

5.3 
7.1 
6.1 
8.2 
7.6 
1.5 
3.7 
5.0 

S.7 
10.8 

10.9 
U.i 
5.6 

i^.7 
1I+.6 
6.8 
1.6 
1-3 


Mil. 
do  z . 

0.2 
2.1 


2.S 


0.5 


o.U 


Mil. 
doz. 


Mil. 
doz. 


Mil. 
do  z . 


Mil. 
doz. 


1.1 


2.5 


Aug- 

: Sept , : 

Oct. : 

Nov, : 

Dec. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil,"  ■ 

"Mil." 

do  z . 

doz. 

do  z . 

do  z  t 

do  z. 

3.6 

2.3 

9.2 

5.7 

0.2 

5.0 

5.7 

6.0 

3.^ 

5.6 

7.6 

6.U 

6.6 

5.7 

8.1 

7.6 

7.0 

5.0 

7.7 

10.1 

8.0 

7.9 

2.8 

5.^ 

7.0 

7.6 

6.2 

3.8 

5.7 

7.0 

6.9 

5.9 

7.2 

8.1 

8.U 

7.2 

7.6 

9.0 

8.1 

9.7 

7.S 

9.8 

9.1 

10.^ 

9.2 

3.1 

11.1 

8.7 

7.3 

7.7 

5.5 

9.7 

12.0 

12.8 

12.5 

5.^ 

9.6 

11.8 

10.2 

9.^ 

3.3 

11.8 

12.8 

13.0 

12.2 

6.7 

11.6 

13.8 

13.2 

12. U 

7.5 

11.9 

15.1 

16.5 

lU.U 

12. U 

19.7 

19. u 

27.2 

9.6 

6.U 

19.2 

21. U 

19.7 

0.5 

8.1 

1/  Data  are  preliminary,  especially  for 
which  no  data  are  sho';.TL  there  was  a  net 
in  stocks. 


the  war  -oeriod.  In  the  months  for 
into-storafre  movement  or  no  change 
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Tatle         Index  n-um'bers  of  egg  production  in  the  United  States,  "by  regions 
and  "by  months,  average  1955-39 1  and  19^1  to  date 


(1925-29 

average  for 

corresponding  ir.onth  =  100) 

Year 

Jan.  1 

Feb.- 

• 

Mar.  [ 

Apr.; 

t 

May 

•  June  * 

•  • 

•  » 

July]  Aug.; Sept.; 

•                    •  • 

Oct.; 

* 

Nov.* 

• 
• 

Dec. 

United 

States 

Average : 

13^ 

1935-39: 

119 

101 

92 

91 

91 

91 

91  91 

95 

105 

125 

i9Ui  J 

I5U 

121 

99 

55 

97 

99 

102  lOU 

113 

132 

165 

183 

19U2  : 

131 

139 

116 

112 

113 

115 

116  119 

126 

1U8 

198 

213 

19U3  : 

2C2 

165 

136 

125 

127 

130 

129  129 

138 

Horth  Atlantic 

Average: 

193>-39: 

159 

136 

116 

106 

lOU 

105 

106  109 

lis 

ikk 

183 

176 

19^1  J 

207 

160 

12k 

112 

112 

115 

119  I2U 

lUl 

183 

2U6 

2U1 

19U2  : 

226 

175 

136 

121 

120 

122 

126  I3U 

156 

217 

298 

272 

191^3  : 

2U6 

196 

152 

132 

129 

132 

136  IU5 

167 

East  North  Central 

Average  J 

3k 

Ike 

1935- "^9: 

138 

112 

96 

92 

92 

92 

92  91 

108 

159 

I9U1  ; 

182 

129 

95 

88 

91 

95 

98  98 

108 

lUo 

197 

220 

19^2  ! 

202 

IU3 

109 

100 

102 

105 

107  110 

117 

1U6 

229 

2U7 

I9U3  ! 

22U 

170 

125 

109 

112 

116 

115  116 

123 

V/est  ICorth  Central 

Average 

126 

1935-39' 

108 

8U 

SO 

S3 

8U 

83 

80  79 

83 

91 

107 

19U1  J 

158 

120 

97 

3k 

97 

97 

98  ICl 

109 

126 

162 

205 

19^2  : 

21U 

I5U 

122 

116 

117 

118 

120  123 

127 

IU5 

209 

256 

19U3  . 

236 

18U 

1)|6 

133 

137 

lUo 

138  135 

1U2 

South  Atlantic 

Average 

1935-39 

.  100 

93 

90 

89 

89 

89 

88  91 

96 

105 

118 

lib 

I9U1 

121 

101 

93 

92 

92 

92 

93  99 

113 

127 

1U5 

IU5 

I  I3U 

112 

107 

108 

109 

109 

109  111 

121 

136 

158 

I5U 

19U3 

'  151. 

133 

119 

116 

118 

118 

117  125 

137 

South 

Central 

Average 

9U 

9U- 

1935-39 

\  101 

■  93 

92 

93 

92 

92  92 

97  ■ 

103 

107 

I9UI 

:  128 

109 

97 

98 

102 

106 

108  111 

117 

119 

125 

lUl 

I9U2 

:  151 

12U 

115 

12c 

125 

127 

126  128 

1-^2 

137 

159 

176 

I9U3 

!  179 

157 

1U3 

lUo 

1U3 

IU5 

ihz  13s 

iM 

t  Western 

Average 

ICU 

193^39 

:  109 

98 

9^ 

9U 

95 

97 

97  98 

100 

111 

110 

I9UI 

:  llU 

lOU 

96 

92 

91 

9U 

96  98 

101 

111 

122 

123 

I9U2 

:  127 

110 

102 

102 

10i+ 

106 

106  lOU 

ICS 

119 

135 

132 

I9U3 

:  138 

128 

117 

111 

113 

llU 

Ilk  115 

119 
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